
Copper* 1.3 1.3 0.15 0 ppm N Erosion of natural deposits; 
leaching from wood

preservatives; corrosion of
household plumbing systems.

Lead* 0 15 12.6 6 ppb N Corrosion of household 
plumbing systems; 

erosion of natural deposits.

Highest Range of
Collection Level Levels

Regulated Contaminants Date Detected Detected Units MCLG MCL Violation Likely Source of Contaminant

Limit (Treatment Technique) Level Detected Violation Likely Source of Contamination

Lead and Date MCLG Action Level 90th # Sites Over Units ViolationCopper Sampled (AL) Percentile AL Likely Source of Contamination

2008 Regulated Contaminants Detected
Lead and Copper 
Definitions:
Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. If present, elevated
levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 min-
utes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALG’s allow for a margin of safety.
*Indicates sample test taken during 2008 calendar year.

Total Organic Carbon: The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system met all TOC removal requirements set,
unless a TOC violation is noted in the violations section.

Water Quality Test Results
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set as close
to the Maximum Contaminant Level Goal as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no
known or expected risk to health. MRDLG’s do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
ppm: milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of water.

ppb: micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water.
na: not applicable.
Avg: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running annual average of monthly samples.
Definitions: The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation.

Disinfectants & 
Disinfection By-Products
Chloramines ** 1.45 0.38-1.45 ppm MRDLG MRDL Water additive used to

=4 =4 control microbes
Haloacetic Acids (HAA5)* ** 13 4.7-15.1 ppb No goal 60 No By-product of drinking 

for the total water chlorination
Total Trihalomethanes (TThm)* ** 20 12.8-24 ppb No goal 80 No By-product of drinking 

for the total water chlorination
Inorganic Contaminants
Barium ** 0.019 0.018-0.019 ppm 2 2 No Discharge of drilling

wastes; discharge from
metal refineries; erosion
of natural deposits

Fluoride ** 1.1 0.97-1.2 ppm 4 4 No Erosion of natural
deposits; water additive
which promotes strong
teeth; discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum
factories.

Sodium ** 6 5.9-6.2 ppm No Erosion from naturally 
occurring deposits; 
used in water softener 
regeneration.

Zinc ** 0.004 0-0.008 ppm 5 5 No Erosion from naturally
occurring deposits.

*Not all sample results may have been used for calculating the Highest Level Detected because some results may be part of an evaluation to determine where compliance
sampling should occur in the future.

*Indicates sample test taken during 2008 calendar year.

Turbidity

Highest single measurement 1 NTU 0.23 NTU N Soil Runoff.
Lowest monthly % meeting limit 0.3 NTU 100% N Soil Runoff.
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VERY IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ

Este folleto contiene información muy importante
con respecto al agua que usted bebe. Si usted
quisiera solicitar un copia de esta información
enviada en español, puede llamar la Ciudad de
Norte Chicago, Departamento de Agua en 
847-596-8880 y hablar con Sra. Albarrán.
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